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AVACLIM INDIA

The main objective of Avaclim project is to create the necessary conditions for the deployment of agroecology
in arid areas for the period 2020 to 2022. CARI a France based NGO was given the role of facilitation. The project is
implemented in seven countries namely:Burkina Faso, Senegal, Morocco, Ethiopia, South Africa, Brazil and India.
Practitioners, farmers and scientists studiedagroecological initiatives to promote agro-ecology to the political
authorities of these countries and to intergovernmental bodies.

Agroecology enables the improvement of agricultural production through the enhancement of local natural
resources and traditional know-how. It contributes to maintaining biodiversity and restoring land in drylands in
these generally poor regions, where physical constraints are significant. They are particularly threatened by global
warming and foodinsecurity.

In addition to poverty eradication (SDG1), it is recognized that agroecology contributes to many other
sustainable development goals of Agenda 2030; zero hunger (SDG2), health and well-being (SDG3), decent work
and economic growth (SDOS), responsible consumption and production (SDG12), climate action (SDG 13) and life
on earth (SDG 15).The Avaclim project was developed on the basis of the observation of major shortcomings in
agroecological practices :

>  Alackof capitalization of agroecological initiatives.

»  Inadequate investment in agroecology by scientists, a theme that remains more widely supported by civil
society.

>  Insufficient collaboration and exchange between civil society and scientists.

The absence of a scientifically validated reference framework on the benefits of agroecology and on the
success factors for its implementation, on which decision-makers (international institutions, donors and politicians)
couldrely.

Avaclim's objective is to generate the knowledge needed to engage policy makers and stakeholders in the
seven project countries to prioritize and implement agroecological systems in drylands in order to support the
productivity of agroecosystems for food security, agricultural livelihoods and reduce environmental degradation
and GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions.

The project is building a scientifically-based argument in collaboration with agroecological practitioners.
This argument is built in two key steps: the sharing of acquired knowledge between the practitioners themselves and
the multidimensional evaluation of the impact of these initiatives using a scientific method.

Its results are then taken to the political level, at the country level but also to donors and international
institutions. These results will be widely disseminated to agroecology practitioners and coaches throughout the
world.

Components of avaclim project

1. A capitalization of the different agroecological initiatives and the linking of the different actors and
practitioners of agroecology.

2. Theevaluation of these initiatives by a consortium of scientists, from an agronomic and socio-economic point
of' view, in order to create a reference framework on which decision-makers can rely

3. Advocacy with national political actors, but also with donors and international institutions

4. A wide dissemination of existing experiences, an evaluation grid that can be used by all and a scientifically
validated reference system.
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Avaclim in India

Due to exceptional services rendered by Sri BhawaniShankerji in the niche of social development and
UNCCD accreditation of 52 NGOs CARI expressed interest to associate with Gram BharatiSamiti and the
opportunity to execute avaclim project in India was offered to GBS in 2020.

..

Renuka Bio Farm, Routhusuramala (v), Thottambedu (M), Srikalahasthi, AP

In this context five areas were identified for execution namelyThen finally two locations at Vaagdhaara
(Rajasthan) and Renuka Bio Farm, Tirupathy Andhra Pradesh were finalized in consultation with CARI the
executing NGO. GBS emphasized on building networks with the likeminded and interested NGOs across the
country.

TOP VIEW OF HI-TECH NURSERY

-

Renuka Bio Farm, Routhusuramala (v), Thottambedu (M), Srikalahasthi, AP

Due to Covid pandemic online meetings and sessions were organized to facilitate famers, producers and
scientists about the objectives of avaclim project. With the support of all component leaders of CARI GBS could
execute the program very well.GBS in coordination with academic institutions, research organizations conducted
various activities as per the objectives of the project.

Representatives of GBS MsKusumLataJain, Dharmender N and Ramchandra got chance to visit Montpellier
France to attend the closing workshop held in January 2023 to present the results of GBS Avaclim project. GBS
National coordinator with the support of Indian team utilized the opportunity and made an excellent presentation in
the closing workshop and was appreciated by all.
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Reports of Indian avaclim Project

Results of the 4-step assessment on agroecological transition

Results per dimension (Initiative Scale)

85.86%
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GBS AVACLIM RESULTS A REVIEW

Strengths

1.  Passionate initiative leadership.

2.  Interest ofthe farmers and their active involvement.
3. Support from reputed organizations.

Areas to beimproved

1.  Involvementofmore young farmers into the sector.
2. Sustenance development and support.

3. Focus on partnership development initiatives.
Conclusion

Gram Bharati Samiti is grateful to FAO, CARI, EMG, ISRD, Gram VikasSamiti, Vaagdhaara, Renuka Bio farm,
farmers, research institutions, CSOs, Political leaders and press reporters including the management of GBS for
their good support without which the project could not have been a great success!
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National Advocacy Workshop and Scientific Restitution Seminar on Agroecology

Gram BhartiSamiti organized a one-day workshop for scientific study and discussion on Agroecology under
the Avclim Project on January 29, 2023 from 10 am at the Adult Education Centre, JhalanaDungri in Jaipur. Along
with which a press conference organized.

Kusum and Dharmender were welcome the guest Prof. Saini

Message by MsDrAbhaJanilAS, Dy. Director Child and women department,Rajasthan

She appreciated the good efforts of GBS with regard to agro ecology and women empowerment. She also
opined that innovations should go hand in hand with the conventional approaches in the agriculture sector. She
said that the government of Rajasthan is open to provide entrepreneurship opportunities to women and requested
GBS to explore the opportunities.
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Participants with the Chief Guest Dr. Abha Jain during the conference
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DrAbha Jain appealed all the participants to utilize the benefit of the seminar and ensure that they
disseminate the information to their peers and farmers. She explained that start ups and innovations has to be given
more focus in the current period. Technology can be a value addition for quality output and equal emphasis should
be given to safeguard the environment.

OUTCOMES OF GROUPDISCUSSIONS

>  In Indian context not all the states have similar challenges. Hence, it is important to represent them
separately and comprehensively.

»  Central government and state governments should give due importance and allot sufficient funds and
support CSOs working on agro ecology

>  Ahigh level committee to be formed and a report have to be submitted to the government of India for their
supportand action in view of the decisions taken at COP 14 and 15.

»  CSOnetwork to be strengthened across the country.
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Kusum Lata Jain reconfirmed that political decision is the need of the hour in view of D'A and CoP 14 and 15
resolutions. All CSOs need to work out a resolution to represent to the state and central government with the
support of the local people representatives and conveyed her gratitude to all the political leaders, press reporters,
NGOs, academicians, and farmers for their time and contribution. The meeting was concluded after the proposal
of vote of thanks by Fazle Ahmed, Executive member of GBS.
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Group photo with the chief guest and other key leaders

COP15,Abidajan Africa and AVACLIM Project end meeting, france

Kusum Jain, Secretary, Gram Bharati Samiti left for Abidjan, Africa as a representative of civil organizations
from India to participate in the United Nations Anti-Desertification Program. People from 200 countries
participated in the conference. Dharmendra, a worker of Gram Bharati Samiti and National Convener of Avaclim
Project, also accompanied him to participate in the conference. The conference was held from May 9 to May 20,
2022.

ll

Kusum Jain with participants in the UNCCD Conference in Abidjan, Africa

UNCCD organizes this conference in an interval of two years. Including the environment, Organic farming
and climate change were discussed.
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Kusum Lata Jain to participate in Desert Action 22 Conference in Montpellier, France

Kusum Lata Jain, Secretary, Gram Bharati Samiti left for Montpellier, France as a representative of civil
organizations from India to participate in the Desert Action 22 conference. Dr. Pradeep Pagaria, an agricultural
scientist from the Gram Bharati Samiti, Avaclim Project, also accompanied him to participate in the conference.
The upcoming international summit on agricultural science, Desert Action 22, was organized from 5 to 8 October

2022.
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Kusum Jain at Desert Action 22 Conference in Montpellier, France

The conference was organized by the international organization Cari, France. Including environment,
Organic farming and climate change were discussed.
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WORLD DAY TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN INDIA

Women farmers in Jaipur

Gram BharatiSamiti (GBS) organized a group discussion with the women farmers at Gandhivan in village
Todaladi (Jaipur). The agony of the women was their small land holdings were acquired by the Government on
negligible remunerations and allotted to the corporate houses that deforested the area extensively and are exploiting
now the natural resources massively, which has created a serious problem of land degradation and safe drinking
water for the poor people of the neighboring villages. They have to buy a water tank for INR 350 (nearly $5).
Kusum, Secretary, GBS advised the women to raise their voice against this injustice before the local administration
and policy makers and restore the traditional rain water harvesting structures at community level to redress the water

scarcity. Also, Ramchandra of GBS participated in the discussion.
7 Y -

a5 .,.‘:;.d. ’

" BHAWANI snmn KUSUM'

MEETI LL

e A e i M P

T

National Integration and Harmony Camp

Under the leadership of Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot. On the first death anniversary of Dr. S. N.
Subbaraoji, the Government of Rajasthan, Bharat Seva Sansthan, Subbaraoji Memorial Trust and Department of
Peace and Non-Violence, Rajasthan organized National Unity and Harmony Camp from 26 October to 1 November,
2022 at Durgapura Agricultural Research Center Tonk Road, Jaipur it was done.
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In this series, on 30.10.2022, a Sadbhavna rally was taken out by the Gram Bharati Samiti from Dilaaram
Bagh to Navlakha Stadium, Amer. An all-religion prayer meeting and cultural program was organized at Navlakha
Stadium. 500 campers from 28 states along with Amer residents participated in the programmes.

Health camps for women and children organized in rural villages of India

Two health camps were organized in village Arjunpura, Kela Ka Bass and Bhanpur, Block Jamwaramgarh,
district Jaipur on July 08, November 10 and November 19, 2022 with kind support from National Ayurveda
Institute, Jaipur.

Most of the residents of the village are marginal farmers with small land Golding around 1-2 ha. Since
cultivation is not profitable over the non-irrigated land, many of the villagers have to go to the metro cities in search
ofjobs on construction sites or other kind of labour work during non-harvesting season.

Mostly the women in these villages belong to very poor class those who can't afford to go to the hospital in
Jaipur seeking treatment and hence generally continue to tolerate the agony of the diseases until they fell sick
seriously.

Health care situation is very poor in the villages both in terms of facilities and services available and awareness
among the people, particularly the women.

Logistics and Welcome

Mr.Mukesh Kumar Khorwal, the trained volunteer of GBS informed the women of SHG, girl volunteers and
other community leaders in KelaKa Bass whereas Mr.NathuLalBhatiin village Bhanpur, Mr.RichpalSaini in village
Arjunpura encouraged the women to participate in the camps.

Doctors and Nurses

The paediatrician, gynaecologist and eye specialist doctors having expertise in their areas and 3 female nurses
were requested to deliver their services in the camp. These specialist 3 doctors and 2 nurses were paid very nominal
fees and transport facility to reach the camp site.

First of all Sarita Yogi introduced Doctors to the participants of the camp and school girls students on behalf of
the villageArjunpura welcomed Doctors and Nurses.
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Photos of Arjunpura Camp

Page 10 Annual Report 2022-23 Gram Bharati Samiti (GBS)



‘
Sushil Public Senior Secondary School, Arjunpura village Girls identify the Ayurveda medicine and write
down the use of medicine in daily life.

Dr. Pratibha asked the school students in the beginning of the camp about the kinds of their health problems,
length of the diseases, possible causes thereof etc. Then she spoke to them on general terms of health care, which
was very encouraging for the women. She told the women to follow some norms i.e. water and the Sun heat
therapy, performing yoga exercises, adopting low cost nutrient food habits, avoiding heavy quantity of spices etc.

soto keep them fit.
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Kusum Lata Jain and all students clean the school ground and planting the tree after medical camp.
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Free Ayurvedic medical camp organized in Kela Ka Bass

A free Ayurvedic medical camp was organized in Jamvaramgarh by the Gram Bharati Samiti in collaboration
with the National Institute of Ayurveda, the founder and former president of the Gram Bharati Samiti, On the second
death anniversary of Late. Shri Bhawani Shankar Kusum, a free Ayurvedic medical camp was organized on
10.11.2022 from 9 am to 3 pm at Government Higher Secondary School, Kela Ka Bass, Jamwaramgarh District
Jaipur.

Organization's secretary KusumLata Jain said that every year free Ayurvedic medical camps are organized in
rural areas by the organization. In which free consultation and medicines were distributed. Teams of doctors are
taken to remote rural areas so that the villagers can get the benefit of health services. A special team of doctors
attends this camp for all women, men and children. Anyone can get free medicine in the camp.

First of all Kusum Lata Jain introduced Doctors to the participants of the camp and Mukesh on behalf of the
village Kela Ka Bass welcomed Doctors and Nurses.

Dr. Sumit Nathani advised about prevention of seasonal disease. He spoke to women on general safety of the
winter season.
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Chemist distribute medicines to the women and girls in village KelaKa Bass

Free Ayurvedic medical camp organized in Bhanpur Kalan

On date 19.11.2022 by Gram Bharti Samiti in collaboration with National Institute of Ayurveda Founder and
former President of Gram Bharti Samiti Late Shri Bhavani Shankar Kusum Free Ayurvedic medical camp organized
on death anniversary Gram Panchayat Bhavan, Village Done at Bhanpur Kalan, Jamwaramgarh District Jaipur.
Sarita Yogi told that the camp was organized from 10 am to 2 pm in which 150 people took advantage of the camp for
treatment of various diseases. Due to the beginning of the winter season, the doctors prescribed Chyawanprash to
everyone to increase their physical capacity.

Sarita Yogi introduced Doctors to the participants of the camp and Nathulal Bhati on behalf of the village
Bhanpur Kalan welcomed Doctors and Nurses.
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Dr. Bhawana advised the women to use sanitary napkins

Also, Dr. Bhawana advised the women to avoid unhygienic clothes and use sanitary napkins during
menstruation.

Gram Bharati Samiti (GBS) Annual Report 2022-23 Page 13




\

Most of them are victim of malnutrition and have several kinds of diseases i.e. jaundice, scabies, itchiness,
eruptions on the skins, ear and stomach related problems etc.
B & ¢ ®. 1 | G V)

Doctors team diagnosis and written medicine to patient
Total 555 (300 in village Arjunpura, 150 in village Kela Ka Bass and 155 in village Bhanpur) men, women
and girls children were benefitted from the camps. Community leaders and women members of the SHG of the
village were very much happy for organizing the camp in the villages. Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat (village
community) and Mr. Mukesh Khorwal, Richpal Saini and Mr. Nathulal Bhati thanked Kusum Lata Jain and Gram
Bharati Samiti for organizing the camps for welfare of the women of their villages.
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Suraj Kumar, Chemist distribute medicines to the women

Vaidya Sudipta Kumar Rath, Dr. Pratibha, Dr. from the Department of Substance Science, National Institute
of Ayurveda. Anant Gangawat, Dr. Devichand, Dr. Lakshmi, Dr. Sriniket, Dr. Vijayakrishnan, Suraj Kumar
Sharma Nursing personnel and Vishal etc. were present. Camp arrangements Nathulal Bhati and Ramchandra
done in collaboration with village Bhanpur Kalan.

Health and hygiene counseling
85 girl students of Vocational Education Health and Welfare of Government Girls Senior Secondary School,
Amer visited the Gram Bharati Samiti office. Dr. Anita and Secretary of Gram Bharati Samiti Kusum Lata Jain told

the girl students about health and cleanliness. The girl students asked Dr. Anita questions about her health. Dr.
Anita gave information about the female body.

[ - = . L.
P g = L = - - i

Dr. Anitagives information to the girl students about health and cleanliness

Ayurveda doctors visiting Gandhivan

Ateam of ten Ayurvedic doctors from the National Institute for Ayurveda, Jaipur headed by Dr. Mita Kotecha
(H.O.D.) Dravyaguna Department, NIA, Dr. Sudipt Rath (Lecturer) and Dr. Sumit Nathani (Lecturer) visited
Gandhivan on July 7, 2023. They were especially interested in getting to know the environmental activities being
implemented by GBS and the medicinal plants and herbs grown and protected by GBS in the area. Team of doctors
enthusiastically visited a big part of the Gandhivan project area. They were impressed to find over seventy species
of valuable medicinal plants and herbs that could be used to treat several diseases.
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NIA Doctors team at Gandhivan

Sanitary pad making machine's Exhibition in SMS medical College

Women of self-help groups formed by Gram Bharati Samiti participated in the 'Medifest' program organized
on 5-6 April 2022 at Sawai Mansingh Hospital Ground, Jaipur.In this program, a departmental stall was set up at
the program venue by the Directorate of Women Empowerment, Women and Child Development Department
under the [.M. Shakti Udaan scheme. In which a demo of sanitary pad making machine was given. The program
was inaugurated by Dr. Abha Jain director of WDCD.
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Mahatma Gandhi Library started at Gandhivan

Mahatma Gandhi Pustakalay Evam Vachnalays with the objective of spreading Gandhian values to the
people. This library has at least 1000 books. The setting up of library completed by October 2, 2022 (Gandhi
Jayanti) and launched on the same day.
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Aone-day workshop was organised
at Regional Agriculture Resenrch
Station (RARS) of SV Agriculture
College in Tirupati on Friday.
Mathilde Geay, Agriculture
Economist of CARI KGO of France,
delivered lecture in the workshop
on ‘Agro Ecology practices in dry
lands” which the CARI has been im-
plementing in several areas of
seven countries including India,
Brazil, South Africa, Morocco,
Burkina Faso, Senegal, Ethiopin

W(mm)l
SR 4 R AT T 2T
% tfaan =1 T s #fufa &
Frwais 4 Wit owm § faw
i fraw S A W d
witid A FHW T4 T 7700 fF
=5 7 et wfufs & Feiws
Hfen FEi & Fw gaEmT %

7, Brrat9a 37 T 3 25 Wi T fFm & stEwEm == A g W

4 3
syt dvm siftremonsy B fvy e e al ook wifly

ITANS INDIA
RARS hosts workshop
on agro ecology

am Ha wfem wm am i o §

o, A RIE ol e e s T A S
s 9w o g i e A R S W

10 | 20 WE 7 wHrdma § ol wm -
FfeesE § ArRes Gred &

i
:
&
|
:
%

FarrrTg @ afvm. e
s e arfr & gan
R § O AR iR @
o TR R S
st v el g T
= gY I AR b R
s #1 sfyram 4 @dh
weieE 4 156 2w & Aten
At W e %
wRRfr Ak b

am s s s R
waE 3 SEEREER & anad
i & s & o A 4
= e A mda am A
TR aiaemm R iR
AT W R vl |
urm frer w0 o sfa g

% T T i
T T R T e 10
nm'uwm:mmﬁu
s & i A e wEER
ywiEn w=wm F BER
b, i w0 @ ey
wites . A w9 g R
1w v st 7w em
i w wfedy W wfee dnfi w
T T T 1
3 nrey wwE T fea

am !m“lﬂﬁnrqnaram

@ 3 A wwm 5 o3ER
AT TET s O fd
B mm oy AR A |
ot P o A awtad |
wfvia & s sl waE e 1
® sgialy 30 TR ®m o
q».;ﬂi EiiEabic e ohe a e b i
SR v fn 1

v

Asyociate Director Karimullah presenting

amemento to Mathilde Geay at 2 mqrr ( R WA )| wE w5 ﬁmm
workshop at RARS in Tirupati on Friday Hem g w 1 omm W & owER 3
menting agro ecology practices in L 1 femm warn g9 Pl o § o

Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh as
pilot project and added that they
will spread it in entire country after
getting expected results from two
states, Associate Director of RARS
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She said they have been imple-
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HARS scientists, Agro Ecology
farmers M Sekhar Raju (Vadama-
lapeta), C Varaprasad (Vijayvapu-
ram mandal), Grameena Vikas
Samithi president L Suryanarayana
Heddy and others were present.
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_VARGHDHARA VISIT BY GBS TEAM
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Tribute to
Late Shri Bhawani Shanker Kusum
Ex-President
of Gram Bharati Samiti
by Mahesh Dhankumar Jain
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