aifdde ufadge
ANNUAL REPORT

2022-23

Gram Bharati Samiti (GBS)



AVACLIM INDIA

The main objective of Avaclim project is to create the necessary conditions for the deployment of agroecology
in arid areas for the period 2020 to 2022. CARI a France based NGO was given the role of facilitation. The project is
implemented in seven countries namely:Burkina Faso, Senegal, Morocco, Ethiopia, South Africa, Brazil and India.
Practitioners, farmers and scientists studiedagroecological initiatives to promote agro-ecology to the political
authorities of these countries and to intergovernmental bodies.

Agroecology enables the improvement of agricultural production through the enhancement of local natural
resources and traditional know-how. It contributes to maintaining biodiversity and restoring land in drylands in
these generally poor regions, where physical constraints are significant. They are particularly threatened by global
warming and foodinsecurity.

In addition to poverty eradication (SDG1), it is recognized that agroecology contributes to many other
sustainable development goals of Agenda 2030; zero hunger (SDG2), health and well-being (SDG3), decent work
and economic growth (SDOS), responsible consumption and production (SDG12), climate action (SDG 13) and life
on earth (SDG 15).The Avaclim project was developed on the basis of the observation of major shortcomings in
agroecological practices :

>  Alackof capitalization of agroecological initiatives.

»  Inadequate investment in agroecology by scientists, a theme that remains more widely supported by civil
society.

>  Insufficient collaboration and exchange between civil society and scientists.

The absence of a scientifically validated reference framework on the benefits of agroecology and on the
success factors for its implementation, on which decision-makers (international institutions, donors and politicians)
couldrely.

Avaclim's objective is to generate the knowledge needed to engage policy makers and stakeholders in the
seven project countries to prioritize and implement agroecological systems in drylands in order to support the
productivity of agroecosystems for food security, agricultural livelihoods and reduce environmental degradation
and GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions.

The project is building a scientifically-based argument in collaboration with agroecological practitioners.
This argument is built in two key steps: the sharing of acquired knowledge between the practitioners themselves and
the multidimensional evaluation of the impact of these initiatives using a scientific method.

Its results are then taken to the political level, at the country level but also to donors and international
institutions. These results will be widely disseminated to agroecology practitioners and coaches throughout the
world.

Components of avaclim project

1. A capitalization of the different agroecological initiatives and the linking of the different actors and
practitioners of agroecology.

2. Theevaluation of these initiatives by a consortium of scientists, from an agronomic and socio-economic point
of' view, in order to create a reference framework on which decision-makers can rely

3. Advocacy with national political actors, but also with donors and international institutions

4. A wide dissemination of existing experiences, an evaluation grid that can be used by all and a scientifically
validated reference system.
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Avaclim in India

Due to exceptional services rendered by Sri BhawaniShankerji in the niche of social development and
UNCCD accreditation of 52 NGOs CARI expressed interest to associate with Gram BharatiSamiti and the
opportunity to execute avaclim project in India was offered to GBS in 2020.

..

Renuka Bio Farm, Routhusuramala (v), Thottambedu (M), Srikalahasthi, AP

In this context five areas were identified for execution namelyThen finally two locations at Vaagdhaara
(Rajasthan) and Renuka Bio Farm, Tirupathy Andhra Pradesh were finalized in consultation with CARI the
executing NGO. GBS emphasized on building networks with the likeminded and interested NGOs across the
country.

TOP VIEW OF HI-TECH NURSERY

-

Renuka Bio Farm, Routhusuramala (v), Thottambedu (M), Srikalahasthi, AP

Due to Covid pandemic online meetings and sessions were organized to facilitate famers, producers and
scientists about the objectives of avaclim project. With the support of all component leaders of CARI GBS could
execute the program very well.GBS in coordination with academic institutions, research organizations conducted
various activities as per the objectives of the project.

Representatives of GBS MsKusumLataJain, Dharmender N and Ramchandra got chance to visit Montpellier
France to attend the closing workshop held in January 2023 to present the results of GBS Avaclim project. GBS
National coordinator with the support of Indian team utilized the opportunity and made an excellent presentation in
the closing workshop and was appreciated by all.
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Reports of Indian avaclim Project

Results of the 4-step assessment on agroecological transition

Results per dimension (Initiative Scale)
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GBS AVACLIM RESULTS A REVIEW

Strengths

1.  Passionate initiative leadership.

2.  Interest ofthe farmers and their active involvement.
3. Support from reputed organizations.

Areas to beimproved

1.  Involvementofmore young farmers into the sector.
2. Sustenance development and support.

3. Focus on partnership development initiatives.
Conclusion

Gram Bharati Samiti is grateful to FAO, CARI, EMG, ISRD, Gram VikasSamiti, Vaagdhaara, Renuka Bio farm,
farmers, research institutions, CSOs, Political leaders and press reporters including the management of GBS for
their good support without which the project could not have been a great success!
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National Advocacy Workshop and Scientific Restitution Seminar on Agroecology

Gram BhartiSamiti organized a one-day workshop for scientific study and discussion on Agroecology under
the Avclim Project on January 29, 2023 from 10 am at the Adult Education Centre, JhalanaDungri in Jaipur. Along
with which a press conference organized.

Kusum and Dharmender were welcome the guest Prof. Saini

Message by MsDrAbhaJanilAS, Dy. Director Child and women department,Rajasthan

She appreciated the good efforts of GBS with regard to agro ecology and women empowerment. She also
opined that innovations should go hand in hand with the conventional approaches in the agriculture sector. She
said that the government of Rajasthan is open to provide entrepreneurship opportunities to women and requested
GBS to explore the opportunities.
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Participants with the Chief Guest Dr. Abha Jain during the conference
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DrAbha Jain appealed all the participants to utilize the benefit of the seminar and ensure that they
disseminate the information to their peers and farmers. She explained that start ups and innovations has to be given
more focus in the current period. Technology can be a value addition for quality output and equal emphasis should
be given to safeguard the environment.

OUTCOMES OF GROUPDISCUSSIONS

>  In Indian context not all the states have similar challenges. Hence, it is important to represent them
separately and comprehensively.

»  Central government and state governments should give due importance and allot sufficient funds and
support CSOs working on agro ecology

>  Ahigh level committee to be formed and a report have to be submitted to the government of India for their
supportand action in view of the decisions taken at COP 14 and 15.

»  CSOnetwork to be strengthened across the country.
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Kusum Lata Jain reconfirmed that political decision is the need of the hour in view of D'A and CoP 14 and 15
resolutions. All CSOs need to work out a resolution to represent to the state and central government with the
support of the local people representatives and conveyed her gratitude to all the political leaders, press reporters,
NGOs, academicians, and farmers for their time and contribution. The meeting was concluded after the proposal
of vote of thanks by Fazle Ahmed, Executive member of GBS.
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Group photo with the chief guest and other key leaders

COP15,Abidajan Africa and AVACLIM Project end meeting, france

Kusum Jain, Secretary, Gram Bharati Samiti left for Abidjan, Africa as a representative of civil organizations
from India to participate in the United Nations Anti-Desertification Program. People from 200 countries
participated in the conference. Dharmendra, a worker of Gram Bharati Samiti and National Convener of Avaclim
Project, also accompanied him to participate in the conference. The conference was held from May 9 to May 20,
2022.

ll

Kusum Jain with participants in the UNCCD Conference in Abidjan, Africa

UNCCD organizes this conference in an interval of two years. Including the environment, Organic farming
and climate change were discussed.
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Kusum Lata Jain to participate in Desert Action 22 Conference in Montpellier, France

Kusum Lata Jain, Secretary, Gram Bharati Samiti left for Montpellier, France as a representative of civil
organizations from India to participate in the Desert Action 22 conference. Dr. Pradeep Pagaria, an agricultural
scientist from the Gram Bharati Samiti, Avaclim Project, also accompanied him to participate in the conference.
The upcoming international summit on agricultural science, Desert Action 22, was organized from 5 to 8 October
2022.

Kusum Jain with participants in the UNCCD Conference in Abidjan, Africa

Kusum Jain at Desert Action 22 Conference in Montpellier, France

The conference was organized by the international organization Cari, France. Including environment,
Organic farming and climate change were discussed.
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WORLD DAY TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION IN INDIA

Women farmers in Jaipur

Gram BharatiSamiti (GBS) organized a group discussion with the women farmers at Gandhivan in village
Todaladi (Jaipur). The agony of the women was their small land holdings were acquired by the Government on
negligible remunerations and allotted to the corporate houses that deforested the area extensively and are exploiting
now the natural resources massively, which has created a serious problem of land degradation and safe drinking
water for the poor people of the neighboring villages. They have to buy a water tank for INR 350 (nearly $5).
Kusum, Secretary, GBS advised the women to raise their voice against this injustice before the local administration
and policy makers and restore the traditional rain water harvesting structures at community level to redress the water
scarcity. Also, Ramchandra of GBS participated in the discussion.

National Integration and Harmony Camp

Under the leadership of Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot. On the first death anniversary of Dr. S. N.
Subbaraoji, the Government of Rajasthan, Bharat Seva Sansthan, Subbaraoji Memorial Trust and Department of
Peace and Non-Violence, Rajasthan organized National Unity and Harmony Camp from 26 October to 1 November,
2022 at Durgapura Agricultural Research Center Tonk Road, Jaipur it was done.
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